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REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 
^ BOY SCOOTS OF AMERICA A 



DAT E' October t983 



FULL NAME Ke rry $, R uch 



(nickname: ''Sunshine") ' 



(No initials if you can' possibly.-. get, full namejl 
ADDRESS 1460 N. Webster " . P'. O. Box 661'' Vi 



CITY 



/ • r-feperville 



STATE JL 



ZIP CODE 605^-0 



DATE OF' BIjRTH 10//51 



^TteL's'ls important and should Tje exact) 



APPROXIMATE AG E 32 
RELIGION Unknown 



OCCUPATIO N Own painting business - sporadical^- 



■• '■ ' - ; - '.--'ft 
(To be used ONLY, when date of birth is not known) 

-- , r .".N ATIONALIT Y German/American 



EDUCATIO N High school and attending Gecfrge" Williams College. Downers Grove. Ii. 

WEIGHT^ 165 COLO R Whiter Ruddv HEIGH T 5 '9" 

COLOR OF EYES Unknown 



COLOR OF HAIR Dark Brown 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTEREST S Off iciates high school sports: a "ioner" 



MARRIED OR SINGL E Sing le 
WIFE'S NAME None 



* CHILDREN 



None 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS: 



UNIT # 



T 106 (SA) Naperviiie 



STATS 



IL 



ffiFFICS 

Wheaton 



(Number, ages, and names, if possible) 

DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED 

11/31 -- ' - 



SPECIAL RECOGNITIO N 20 vear veteran 



3/81 



RECOMMENDED FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILE FOR FOLLOWING REASONS : 
Q . CONVICTION OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT , [xj 

□ OFFICIAL CHARGES OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT (REVIEW) Q /"-UNSUBSTANTIATED REPORTS 
SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL FOR CONFIDENTIAL FILE 



SUBSTANTIATED REPORTS 



AND LIST SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS : 
See attached. 

N Ql^- 



NOI E D 



'33 



2Q1S83 



mnVU Jr 0CT ' 

JOSEPH I- AWp JOSEPH -L ANGLiM 



Signed 



Council 





UT EXECUTIVE 
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XCO East Hanacton Onvs 
Post Office 3ox 5310A 
ChiC3qo. Illinois 5C630 
312-356-3SW 



Sta^vd Oil Company (Indiana) 



Sicnara H. Last 

E*8CUtlV« '/iCB ?'SSI080t 



September 20, 1984- 



Mr. Kerry S.. Ruch.. 
P. Q. Box 661 

Naperville, ..Illinois 60540 
Dear Mr. Ruch:,. 

This is to inform you that the Regional Review Committee 
has reviewed your case. 

As you can see from the attached minutes of their meeting, 
the Regional Review Committee affirmed the DuPage Area 
Council's action in this matter. 

This will end this matter unless you desire to have further 
review by the National Council. Similar procedures as those 
established in the region will be instigated by the National 
Council if you request the action. If so, you should contact 
Mr. David Park, 3o"y Scouts of America, 13 25 Walnut Hill Lane, 
Irving, Tx. 75062-1296. 




cc: J. W. Pinderski 



bcc: Mr- David Parke 

Mr. R: ■ 3irkmeier 
Mr. Merritt Daane 



3SS 






AC 
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East Central Region — Soy Scouts of America 

601 Harger Road. Oak Brook, Illinois 60521 
Telephone: 312 654-2090 



SCQUTIHG/USA 



September 12, 1984 



Mr. Richard H. Leet 




Executive Vice President 
. Standard Oil Company (Indiana) 
200 East Randolph Drive 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Dick: 



Following up my recent letter, the procedure requires that a 
copy of the committee's decision (enclosed) be sent to 
Mr. Ruch by you as Regional President. 

The additional notes are for your eyes only. 

Sincerely , 



Jerome W. Pinderski 
vh 

Enclosure 

cc: kelson L. Carter, Area Director, Area Three 

Elbert W. Aspinall, Associate Area Director, Area Three 



RE: 



REGIONAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 
DuPage Area Council 
Decision Re: Kerry S. Ruch 



P. O. Box 661 
Maperville, IL 60540 
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EAST CENTRAL REGION 





BOY SCOOTS OF AMERICA 



MINUTES 



Regional Review Committee for Kerry S. Ruch 



Friday, August 24, 1984, 11:00 a.m. 



Offices of Jerome W. Pinderski 



CONFIDENTIAL 



All members of the Review Committee were oresent as follows: 



Jerome W. Pinderski, Chairman 
John C. Jadel 
Grant Herman 
Eugene M. Xinney 
Richard H. Mills 



(Elbert W. Aspinall, Associate Area Director served as secretary) 

To begin, the committee agreed that their decision would be based on a 
majority vote, and that the chairman would be included in the vote. 

- Each member of the committee has reviewed in detail all of the 
documentation for this case and had carefully noted their areas 
of concern. 

- Each member of the committee, in turn, expressed their thoughts and 
concerns regarding the incidents which vera described in detail by 
Mr. Ruch's letters himself, and by other principals related to this 
occurrence . 

- Following considerable discussion and review on the motion of 
Judge Richard H. Mills, seconded by Eugene Kinney, -hat che 
Regional Review Committee affirm the DuPage area Council's action 
in this matter. The motion passed unanimously. 

- The secretary was instructed to draft the necessary letters for 

the chairman's signature, to record che decisions of this committee. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
Respectfully submitted , 

ELBERT W. ASPINALL, Associate Area Director 



East Central Region, Illinois 



EWA/vh 
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Friday, August 24, 198 
offices of Jerome W. p 



11:00 a.m. 
'erski 



CONFIDENTIAL 



COMMENTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 



Eugene Kinney: 



No real denial of the facts as charged. Ruch did 
comment and then discuss his reasons for the action. 
He gave a very weak defense. Gene is really concerned 
that this person might get into a leadership position 
where he would be resoonsible for a number of children. 



Jack Jadel: 



Dick Mills: 



Grant Herman: 



Jerome Pincarski: 



Agreed with Gene Kinney and expressed his concern for 
Ruch ' s single involvement as a leader with Scouts . 
Jack also expressed a concern for the vendetta of Mr.- Ruch 
against Walt Johnson. 

Commented that something is wrong with this guy. He is 
concerned about the liability of his future actions. 
Ruch has made his own record, admits to all these things 
that he told us in his letters about his actions, and 
ha defends them. Ruch clearly admitted that he did what 
he said and that he had done this before with other boys. 

He made no effort to verify his character, and there was 
no record of others related in the council or troop to 
verify his character or support the significance of his 
long tenure in the 3oy Scouts of America., 

Has talked with professionals regarding' those who have 
Ruch's problems. Thes,e professionals indicate thct there 
is a definite indication that he has a fattish for children 
and that he could go over this threshold at any time in 
the near or distant future. 



In general, individual committee members expressed concern about the exposure of 
the 3oy Scouts of America in supporting a leader with these problems. Actions of 
this nature by Scouting leaders was definitely undesirable for Scouting, and put 
the program in a very vulnerable situation. The committee agreed that we (the 3SA) 
should not take a chance on behalf of the young people — the risk is far too great. 
The committee felt that there was a definite need for Ruch to continue to get 
professional help in dealing with his problems. 

ELBERT W. ASPINALL 
Associate Area Director 
Area Three , Illinois 



EWA/vh 
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Mr. Richard H. Leet 
2504 Brookwood Drive 
Flossmoor, IL 60422 



Dear Mr. Leet: 

As you requested, the Regional Review Committee as appointed by 
you, which I chair, met on Friday, August 24, 1984. The committee 
studied the decision of the DuPage Area Council as related to their 
denial of membership as a Scouting leader to Kerry S. Ruch. 

After reviewing all of the materials related, which included very 
detailed letters from Mr. Ruch himself, the committee unanimously" 
voted to affirm the action of the DuPage Area Council in this 
matter . 

Sincerely, 



Jerome W. Pinderski 
Chairman 

Enclosure: Meeting minutes 




I 
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

EAST CENTRAL REGION, 501 Harger Road 
Oak Brook, IX. S0521 312/654-2090 



3/29/84 

TO: Jerry Pinderski 

THESE ARE SUPPLEMENTAL MOTES THAT I 
PERSONALLY WOULD NOT MAKE A PART OF 
THE PUBLISHED MINUTES UNLESS YOU THOUGHT 
THEY SHOULD 3E. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE GIVE 
EL ASPINALL 



El Asp-mall 

Associate Area Director 
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JESCME W. PINDERSKI 
jERQUS W. PINDERSKI. JR. 
PAUL C. PINDERSKI , 



PINDERSKI & PINDERSKI, LTD. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
'VEST CCLFAX ■ PALATINE. ILL.NCIS 5CC67 . (3t2) 355-5220 TELEX 



TO: Regional' Review Committee 

Grant Herman 
John C. Jadel 
Eugene M; Kinney 
Hon. Richard H. Mills 
Elbert W. Aspinal, Secretary 

FROM: Jerome W. Pinderski, Chairman 



SUBJECT: Regional appeal for Review of Decision of DuPage Area 
Council, B.S.A. to suspend the Registration of 
Kenny Ruch. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the entire file of the DuPage 
Area Council Review Committee, the Council's decision to suspend 
the Registration of Kenny Ruch and Mr. Ruch's request for 
Regional Review. 

Our role as a review body is set forth on page 3 of Appendix C at 
paragraph B. "Procedures to be followed by Region." 3ecause this 
is such a sensitive matter, I have scheduled a conference at my 
office, 115 West Colfax, Palatine, Illinois (map enclosed) on 
August 24, 1984 at 11:00 a.m. 
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StaWrd CH Company (Indiana) 



200 Hast Randcloh Orive 
Post Office 3ox 5910A 
Chicago, iifinoas 6X530 
312-853-35(54 



Richard H. Leet 
Executive Vice President 

July 23, 1984 



Mr. Kerry S. Ruch 
P. 0. Box 661 

Naperville, Illinois 60540 
Dear Mr. Ruch: 

I have your lecter of July 9, 1984 requesting a Regional 
Review. 

A review panel under the chairmanship of area vice president 
Jerome W. Pinderski has been appointed. You can expect to 
hear from Mr. Pinderski in the near future. 

Sincerely, 




Richard H. Leet 
• Regional President 



bcc : s$&3fB33f^}£emm£5& 



Dfcf 




J UL26 1334 



AO 



Regional Director 
East Central Region 
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June 1, 1984 




Mr. Walter D. Johnson 

Scout Sxecutive 

Dupage Area Council, Mo. 148 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT : Kerry S. Ruch 
□ear Walter: 

Thank you for the detailed information concerning the above Scooter, we 
have reviewed this case with our Attorney and have now placed this 3»an on 
the Confidential rile. 

Sincerely, 



Paul I. Ernst, Director 
Registration Subscription & 
Statistical Service 

tfcf 

cc: Sast Central 
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May 21, 1984 



:ir. Kerry Ruch 

P. O. Box 661 

Saperville, Illinois 60540 

Dear Mr. Rach: 

I have read your letter with interest. ¥ou most make the decision now about 
what you wish to do. The situation has been acted upon by the local council 
and reviewed by a panel of distinguished Scoutsrs. 

However, the Boy Scouts of America provide you the opportunity to request 
another review by the regional committee that would be appointed by myself. 
This committee would review all of the various facets of your request and 
sake a determination either confirming or aodifying the local council's decision. 
A report of the proceedings would be made to the National Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

Please write rae should vou wish to request a review by a regional committee. 
Sincerely , 



Richard 3. ieet 

President, 2ast Central Region 

3oy Scouts of America 



HHL/rab 

3CC: Robert C. Birkemeier, Regional Director 

Dan Walker, President, DuPage Area Council 
Walter D. Johnson, Scour Hxecutive 

Du Page r Area Council 
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355-3135 

PQ BOX 661 

ILLINOIS 
30340 



Dear Mr^^-t, ^ 

When 1 went to region to force Walt Johnson into appoint- 
ing an OA Advisoe (which we had been without for over a year 
although 'fait claims it was only four months), I tc&d Al E3panol 
that if Walt ever found out that I was making waves, he'd have 
me out of Scouting. Al told me he didn't believe me but I 
ass ured his that Walt was indeed a vindictive nan. When Walt did find out 
that it was I, he told certain people (who will not testify out of fear) that 
if he had his way, I would be eliminated from Scouting. I suppose it '3 ay own 
fault that I supplied him with such a chance, although I did so completely 
innocently. Xfter careful consideration, between a $:50 thursday syening 
phone call and 10:00 fridsy morning, I found myself suspended from Scouting. 
Walt, and the review board I insisted upon which was ^pointed by Dan Walker 
under the specific instructions of Walt, have convinced themselves that Z did 
everything just short of but possibly including the raping of a young and 
innocent Scout and that I am mentally unsafe and imbalanced. I spent the entire 
review meeting correcting their 3tatement3 and accusations although the record, 
of which I only caught snail portions of and which was kept by Walt, himself, 
despite my protests, does not rsfleet the fact that I tried to correct their 
misconceptions . 

A3 for the incident, it just so happened that, in the course of a non- 
scout conversation with a young man of almost sixteen year3 of age who al3Q 
happened to be in Scout3 (his dad was the Scoutmaster at the time of the 
incident); we happened to be discussing love and friendship. That topic 3eems 
inappropriate in some peoples' opinions but I believe that young people today 
are not fully convinced of the importance of love and friendship and fidelity 
and patriotism and all the other 'old-fashioned 1 ' values expressed ir. our own 
Oath and Law. As a point of fact, whenever the subject cones up, I'm still 
advocating virginity until after mairr.nge. At any rata, the 'oung man 3aid 
that we were very very good friends and that he loved .me. I pointed out to 
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him that we aay be friends with a 3aall : 'f or in a very Ioo3» 
and 3u?e4^Jial ,3ense of the word, but tha^fchsrs probably 



355-3135 



wasn't enough coanittaent or loyalty to aay we were very good 




To prove ay point, I asked hia if he would do anything I asked 



friends yet and I challenged his use of the concept of love. 



NAPEHVILLS 
ILLINOIS 
60340 



to do. He said he would. I told hir to think about ---hat he was 



3ayine. I then a3ked him a 3eries of for instance and hypo- 



thetical questions. I asked' his: if I asked you to, would, you standon your 
head and wiggle your ears; if I asked you to, would you promise to call ae 
every night just to talk; and the- question that caused the problem, if I 
asked you to, would you take your clothes off in front of ae. These were 
3triotly hypothetical and taken as theoretical examples of committment . He 
hesitated at several of the questions, which w«3 exactly the point I wa3 
asking. I admit that the example that caused ay suspension from Scouting 
was not the smartest thing in the world to say, but I used it innocently 
enough. I certainly don't believe that it i3 3erious enough of an of-~er.se 
to cause ay peraanent dismissal from Scouting after over twenty years with- 
out such an incident. 

About the ass," a I instability, I aade inferences to a therapist. I an- 
swered every question concerning this aattar honestly but am 'guilty of certain 
omaisions in ay tetiaony. I have cansuitfd a therapist over a dozen tiaes 
since last April. He is a licensed therapist. I did pay hia by bartering 
ay services for his which has co3t ae to date socswhere between *~CQ -nd~ 
$1,0CC. He does not want to get involved as he was serving only in an un- 
official capacity, 2y not carefully clarifying certain ai3cor.ceptions , the 
review board seems to believe I 'a a dangerous lunatic who ' 3 trying to cover 
up 3oce 3ort of sociopathic tendencies. That is nowhere close to the truth 
but typical of the delusions fervently believed by the chairaan of the board. 
He 3tatad several tiaes, although Walt conveniently glossed over xost of 
such 3tateaer.t3 in his record, that a decision had been a-ade and that nothing 
I said would change it. At one point Z bec?ae 3o irritated Z asked wh" thev 
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355*3135 



PQ" BOX 661 

NAPEHVILLE 
ILLINOIS 
60340 



had even^othered to have a review 3ince ^J^wssn't a review 
at all but a rubber stamp upon whatever Walt wanted. Mr. Sawner 
also stated that single people are by the very fact that they 
are not married, immature and sake poor leaders in Scouting. 
He further stated that anyone who has undergone psychological 
treatment is unstable antf likely, due to their history, to be 
3iailarl\' unbalanced again in the future thus precluding any involvement with 
kids of an imperassionable age. He also said that forcing 3omeone to strip in 
front of me auttaatically eliminated me from any leadership position in Scouting. 
At the point of each of these statements, I denied that they were actually 
true or were what actually happened - whichever was appropriate - but his 
response was always that a decision had been made and that as far as he wa3 
concerned, nothing would change it. I finally became exasperated at one point 
and flat out accused him og being parjudiced and told him that he coiald never 
make an unbiased judgement. I also pointed out to him that he, himself, could 
not guarantiee that he would not commit murder socetime in the future. Psycholo- 
gical studies prove that almost ?Co of all murders are committed by people with 
no previous history of violence. Studies also 3how that young people are "sex- 
ually safe' 1 among those who are able to openly *alk about such natters pro- 
vided they are not among the extseaeiy small sinority of chronic (and there 
are no other kinds, by the way) child molesters. My record with numerous 
youth organizations proves that I am not among that minority. '.tfhile I'm at 
it, I might point out that, for /our stockpile of trivial information, that 
although I personally do not choo3e their lifestyle, children are molested 
less by homosexuals than by members of the so-called normal society. As a 
student of psychology and social work specializing in adolescents and their 
peculiar problems, I make these statements from some ground of expertise 
although I have a few years to go before I g--t ay P'aJu. 

Tell me, Mr. Leet, do I have a chance of salvaging all these years of 
dedication to and beliee* in Scouting, or should I jus-, drop it and t™' to 
fill that vast void in my life with other things? I have much I want to do, 
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V$J*< V -'C,£ not the laflfct of which is to become invoi vejmi.r. cour.selir.z 

*— runaways an a volunteer basis. Still, the black mark on 

355-3X35 

j| record and all those years haunt me and eat at me. Can one 

e »lo4el»^ moment in a life of exeoplarly character be 30 large as to 

SAPEavi^f 1 totally negate all the good I've done? I said something, 

ILLINOIS 
ft rt 4 rt 

not did and never have nor ever will. ?erhap3 I was under strs 
from certain financial iifficulties at the time or maybe I was a little insan 
to came up with such an example. I don't really know. All I know is that I'm 
tired of this whole mess. I'll drop it if you think it's best. Please tell me 
is all this really worth the effort and agony to pursue it? 

I always used to say thatbl married the Soy Scouts because all of my 
free time was spent with the movement. Almost all of my friends are involved 
in Scouting, some because Z talked them into either joining or staying, 
and many because Scouting is where I met them. I always used to believe in 
Scouting and the values it stood far. I've had the supreme honor to present 
four lagl^s and there i3 a good chance that I will 3 on -resent 3 fifth one. 
This would most likely indeed be an embarrassment far this council considerin 
my currant circumstances. This last one seriously conside-rad giving up on his 
Zagle at one point although I a.:mit I was not the only one who talked him int 
going ahead. To tell you the truth, at thi3 point, I c-n walk ■■way fr-m the 
whole thing, but only with tears in my eyes; not so much for me although any 
great loss hurt3 deeply, but for all the boys I've helped and loved- for all 
the -/lung men upon wtioselivss I've been a wholesome and positive influsnce- 
for all those within Scouting who will need me, both young and old, but for 
whom I'll not be there nor have the chance to meet. If testimonials and 
character references would help, I coinld flood your office with letters and 
show up in person with a small army. 3ut, what would it prove? It may justi- 
fy my righteousness and satisfy my ego, but if that's all, I think I'd prefer 
to -a33. However, the fact remains that I have always been a quality leader 
and a credit to the ranks of Scouting. 

Thank you ""or your attention and time in reading this statement. 
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Karch 26, 



1984 



:tr. Valuer D. Johnson 

Scour Executive 

Dtparte Area Council, Ito. 148 

PSRSCNAX. AfcD CONFIDENTIAL 

SuBwECC: Kerry S. 3uch 

Dear Walter: 

•Thank you fcr the information or. Kerry such, "a aeprsciats she 
ccrsplsra transcribe of the reviav hei'J by tiia Duraga Area Council. 
This will ire atcst helpful to us in the future if ?'r. Such, ceciues 
to -ursue this farther thrcuch the. region. 

?iease let us kBo« if we can be of further help to you in any way. 
Sincerely, 



r-aui X. jlrnst. Director 
"s-jiscratior., Subscription i 
Statistical Service 



cfcz 



cc: East Central Region 



CONF000221 



DYKES I 000219 



Plaintiff's Exhibit 17 
Page 1 7 of 54 



l/ //i-o.2ti.\ 




CCWtDE NTlAL / — 



«uOUTING/USA 

7 



March 19, 19S4 



tvtarcn i 7, 170*+ / 



U 7 



■7 



/■ 



Mr. Paul I. Ernst, Director <J?"/. „ _ . /''^ J? 

Registration/Subscription Division _j>_ S^' f, ~yp' c ' 
National Council, BSA I^-p" " , A „ //^ A 4 ^. 
B25 Walnut Hill Lane *" ■'' ' * ^ J ^ y 



c 



walnut Mill Lane /• J 

Irving, Texas 7 5062-t296^^>*^ / '/ 

Dear Mr. Ernst: 



1 1/^ 



Enclosed please find the minutes of the second and final meeting 

of this council's committee appointed to review the action suspending 

the registration of Kerry "Sunshine" Ruch. 

AJso enclosed are: 

Transcript of the committee's meeting with Ruch . 
on February 23 

Mr. Ruch's most recent letter to the committee and 
resume' 



I believe this concludes the' necessary action by this council and 
provides you with copies of all pertinent documentation. 

Sincerely, 



Walter D. Johnson 
Scout Executive 



WDJ/ey 

cc: El Aspinall 1 
Enclosures 



DU PAGE APE A COUNCIL • NO. 143 • 312-S63--KS7 
P. O. BOX n?2 

ONn?- GAP.V AVliUUE « '.VHEATO! !. IL1 SNOlS GC'Ca 
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UU fAUt AKtA COUNCIL 



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 





MINUTES 



RUCH REVIEW COMMITTEE 



THURSDAY* MARCH 15, 1984 - 7:30 P.M. 
DEICKE SCOUT SERVICE CENTER 



CONFIDENTIAL 



The meeting opened at 7-A5 p.m. with all members present and the Scout 
executive serving as secretary. 

At the chairman's request, the committee discussed the interview with Ruch on 
February 23rd (transcript attached) and his subsequent letter in lieu of the 
therapist's statement he was invited to provide if he so chose by March 8th. 

The chairman then polled the committee as to their individual opinions. Following 
discussion, the chairman posed the question, "Shall this review committee 
confirm the previous decision to suspend the registration of Kerry Ruch?" 



Motion carried. 

Atten voted "nay" on the basis that permanent suspension of Ruch's was too 
harsh in the circumstance and that he would prefer a "temporary suspension 
or probationary status of 18 months to three years." 

The majority consensus was that Ruch was not a proper role model for youth, 
that he was emotionally unstable and unable to deal with stress and that 
they were concerned as to how he would react in a stressful situation, particularly 
if he were the only adult leader present. 

The secretary was instructed to draft the necessary letters for the chairman's 
signature and the council President's informing Mr. Ruch of its decision and 
appending copies to these minutes. 

Adjourned: 8:50 p.m. 



Grenier 

Atten 

Sawner 



- aye 
nay 
aye 



Respectfully submitted, 



Waiter D. Johnson 
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BOY SCDUTS OF AMERICA 



SCOUTING/USA 



March 15, 1984 



Mr. Kerry Ruch 
P. O. Box 661 
NaperviUe, Illinois 60540 
» 

Dear Mr. Ruch: 



After careful consideration, the Review Committee has decided 
to confirm the original decision to suspend your registration 
with the Boy Scouts of America. 

As you were previously informed, BSA leadership registration is 
a privilege not automatically granted to everyone .who applies. 
As you were also informed, this decision and the reason for 
it will be maintained as confidential. 

Sincerely, 

_ : 

Tom Sawner 
Chairman 



TS/ey 



DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL • NO. 148 • 312-668-4457 
P. O. BOX 892 

0N712 GARY AVENUE • WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60189 
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA • 



March 15, 198* 



SCOUTING/USA 



Mr. Kerry Ruch 
P. O. Box 661 
NaperviUe, Illinois 60540 

Dear Mr. Ruch: 

I am enclosing a letter from the committee appointed at your 
request to review the suspension of your registration with the 
Boy Scouts of America. Upon careful review of the circumstances 
and events leading up to the decision to suspend your registration, 
the committee confirmed that decision. 

You have the option to request a review by a committee appointed 
by the Regional President, Mr. Richard H. Leet. Should you 
wish to exercise that option, you should write Mr. Leet in care 
of the East Central Region, Boy Scouts of America, 601 Harger 
Road, Oak Brook, Illinois 60521, explaining why you feel the 
decision of this council's review committee is in error. 




Dan Walker 
Council President 



DW/ey 



DU PAGE AREA COUNCIL • NO. 148 • 312-668-4457 
P. O. BOX 692 

0N712 GARY AVENUE • WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60189 



CONF000225 



DYKES I 000223 



Plaintiffs Exhibit 17 
Page 21 of 54 




BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



CONFIDENTIAL 



December 23, 193 3 




SC0UT1HG/USA 



Mr. Tom Sawner 
I 5 57 Chippewa 
Naperville, IHinots 60 540 



Dear Tom, 



Thank you tor agreeing to chair the committee to review the denial of registration 
of Kerry S. Ruch. 

1 am in the process of contacting the required two additional members. Assuming 
[ am successful, they will be: 

Frank "Jeff" Jeffers, 1104 Hertford Ct., Wheaton; business phone 858-7780. 
Jeff is the fine young Scoutmaster of troop 23, First Presbyterian Church, 
Wheaton. He is also a practicing attorney with a firm in Glen Ellyn. 

Ramey Gremer, 118 Kingswood Ct., Naperville; business phone 456-6100, Ext. 2738. 

1 will contact you and confirm their acceptances as soon as I have them. You 
may then wish to contact each of them and discuss the procedure in advance. 
Perhaps you and I should discuss it prior to your contacting them. 

1 am enclosing a kit which contains all of the documentation to date for your inform- 
ation and reference and will send an identical kit to both Rainey and Jeff. Each 
item is numbered for easy reference and except for the first item, arranged in 
chronological order. 

I Appendix C, Recommended Procedures for Reviewing Denial of Leader 
Registration, Maintaining Standards of Leadership 

The process to which we must adhere. Dave Hall, the National Council's 
attorney has received all pertinent documentation and commends us 
on our handling thus far. 

1 1 Confirmation placing Ruch on Confidential File from Paul Ernst dated- 
November 1, 1983 and including copies of necessary local councilorieinated^ 
forms required. Of special importanceisthe statement of W^J^^^^^^^^ 
grandfather as prepared by ^^^^^^^^^^B and the letter ironMne^^; 
council president, hand delivered to Ruch, placing him on suspension. /--' 

lit Ruch's undated response to the letter of suspension. 

IV Ruch's letter to ^^^^^^^^J a copy of which was enclosed with item 111 
above. 

Note: Another, similar letter was purportedly sent to Jonn Gurnik at 
the same time. No ropy available. 
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age 2 



IVrcrr.bt-r 23, m 



V Walker's response to ttein 111 mid providing "Appt-ndix D" as required. 

VI Ruch's concise written version oi the facts which was interpreted as 

also being a request for the review of suspension. ^^^^^^ 
Note: 1 do not believe that Ruch knows his conversation with the I 
boy was overheard. 

VII My letter to Dan advising the appointment of the review committee. 

That brings you up to date. 

In nearly 16 years as a council executive, while 1 have had to "place a number of 
Scouters on the Confidential File for various reasons, only once before did an instance 
advance to the review phase. So, from prior experience, I cannot be of great 
help. 

However, from that limited experience and my reading of "Appendix C", 1 would 
make these observations: 

While the committee has the right and the responsibility to interview anyone 
who might clarify the circumstances, the review procedure is not intended 
as adversarial or confrontational in nature. 

Ruch, in my opinion, is not aware that there was a witness to his telephone 
conversation. 

It is also my opinion that he will request a Regional and subsequent National 
review in any event. Regardless, the procedures outlined in "Appendix C" 
must be followed with meticulous attention to rhe letter and spirit of xhbse 
procedures. 

The procedures must be conducted with attention to their confidentiality. 
Aside from those with a "need to know" in our office (myself, Mark Frankart, 
Gary McDonough and Elaine who has done the necessary typing) and those 
at the Regional and National level (E^Asoinall. Paul Ernst and David Hall) and, 
of course, those at the unit level jjrVTfSBS^J John Gurnik and the troop 
committee chairman), the situation has been kept confidential. All either 
know that it must be kept so or have been so informed and, to my knowledge, 
have done so. 

I would urge an early review date, allowing for maximum time to notify Ruch who 
is increasingly difficult to reach. From my calendar 1 would suggest one of the 
following dates in January: 10th, 11th, 16th, 17th or 18th. 

Regards, 



Walter D. Johnson 
Scout Executive 



CONF000227 
DYKES I 000225 



Plaintiff's Exhibit 17 
Page 23 of 54 




BOY sibUTS OF AMERICA • 



December 20, 1983 



SCOUTING/USA 



Mr. Eibert Aspinail 



Associate Area Director 
East Central Region 
Boy Scouts of America 
601 Harger Road 
Oak Brook, Illinois 60521 

Dear El, 

Enclosed is Kerry Ruch's response to Dan Walker's letter of December 2. 
While contrary to instructions, he does not specifically request a 
review, it is implicit in Ruch's response that he does wish one. 

I am sharing his letter with Dan by separate mail and suggesting 
he appoint the required review committee. Since the holidays 
are upon us, I suspect that this will not be accomplished until 
after the first of the year. 

I am sure that the committee, when appointed, would appreciate any 
comment you and others would like to contribute. 




Sincerely, 



Enclosures: 

Kerry Ruch's statement 
Letter to Council President 
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SCOUTING/USA 



Mr. Daniel Walker 

Butler Walker, Inc. 

Suite 1180 - Regency Towers 

1*15 W. 22nd Street 

Oak Brook, Illinois 60521 



Dear Dan, 

Enclosed is the expected response from Kerry Ruch and, for 
your reference, a copy of your (our) last letter to him. 

While he doesn't specifically request it, I think it is implicit in 
his letter that he wishes a review. It is therefore necessary that 
a review committee be appointed. 

I suggest the following members: 

Thomas Sawner, Council Commissioner, Chairman 

Rainey Grenier, Illini District Commissioner . 

Frank "Jeff" Jeffers, Scoutmaster Troop 23 (attorney) 

Jn my opinion all three are widely experienced Scouters of a 
'sympathetic nature, possessed of good judgement, who will render 
a fair and impartial decision. 

Also enclosed for your reference is a photo copy of "Appendix C, 
Recommended Procedures for Reviewing Denial of Leader Registration". 

If you concur with my recommendations, I will proceed in your name 
to secure their agreement and prepare the required documentation 
in the hopes that they will meet and resolve the situation promptly 
after the first of the year. 

Sincerely, 



Walter D. Johnson 
Scout Executive 

Enclosures: 

Kerry Ruch's statement 
"Appendix C" 
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r 
I 



PHONE: 312-355-3135 



OCCUPATIONAL 
OBJECTIVE: 



EXPERIENCE: 



KERRY S. RUCH 
P.O. Sox 661 
Naperville, IL 



60540 



Position in a corporate setting requiring skill in 
-securing, placing, and managing employees 
-implementing company employee programs and benefits 
-analyzing, mediating, and settling labor grievances 
and employee disagreements 

-conducting community and public relations programs 
-counseling employees in communication techniques, 
problem solving, and career goals 

♦Supervised employees including hiring, managing, and releasing; 
as owner of a painting and remodeling business and as a night 
supervisor for a liquor store. 

♦Provided for the training and development of new employees in my 
own business, in the liquor store, and as head custodian for a 
church. 



♦Maintained employee records to fulfill government requirements. 

♦Marketed the services of a paintinq and remodeling business sue-' 
cessfully over a thirteen year period. 

♦Promoted community programs for the Boy Scouts of America, espe- 
cially the Order of the Arrow; the youth services of the Salvation 
Array; and various youth athletic programs. 

♦Guided and facilitated productive behavior among diverse groups of 
people including students on high school campuses as a liaison be- 
tween them and the school administration dealing with discipline 
maintenance; and disadvantaged youths, adults, and related volun- 
teers as supervisor of a variety of programs for the Salvation Army. 



WORK 
HISTORY: 



OWNER and OPERATOR Sunshine Services, West Chicago and 
~TL" (Painting and Remodeling Business) 
NIGHT SUPERVISOR Main Liquors, West Chicago, IL 
AppRENTiCg lOTH CARPENTER Feeley Builders, Lisle, IL 
CHIEF of SECURITY HinsdaTe Central H.S., Hinsdale, IL 
STUDENT RELATIONS PARAPROFESSIONAL West Chicago 
Community High School, West Chicaqo, IL 
APPRENTICE DRYWALLER Baltic Drywall, Winfield, IL 



Naperville, 

7969-PRESENT 

1978-1980 

1976-1977 

1975-1976 

1973-1975 
1971 



EDUCATION: 



Coursework towards Master of Social Work, George Williams College, 
Downers Grove, IL 1979-1980 
B.A. in Psychology and B.S. in Social Work double degree, George 
Williams College, Downers Grove, IL June 1980 

Three years work towards Chemical Engineering decree, Illinois 
Institute of Technology, Chicaqo, IL 1969-1972 



CONF000230 
DYKES I 000228 



Plaintiffs Exhibit 17 
Page 26 of 54 



Kerry S. Ruch 



Paqe 



CURRENT 
AFFILIATIONS: 



Umpires Metropolitan Professional Services, National Honor Society, 
MENSA, National Thespian Society, National Trappers Association, 
Illinois Trappers Association, National Wildlife Federation, 
Boy Scouts of America, Order of the Arrow, Illinois Hiqh School 



Association, a/?.A 



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 



BOY SCOUTS 
OF AMERICA 



SALVATION ARMY 
TRI-CITIES CORPS 
VALLEY VIEW, IL 



YOUTH ATHLETICS 



CHURCH 
INVOLVEMENT 



MISCELLANEOUS 



Assistant Scoutmaster 1969-1973, 1977-PRESENT 

Ceremonies Advisor for Order of the Arrow 1979-PRESENT 

Chapter Advisor for O.A. 1970-1971, 1975-1980, 1982-PRESENT 

Catholic Lay Committee protestant representative 1972-PRESENT 

Catholic Lay Comm. Retreat Chairman 1982 and 1983 

Scoutmaster 1973-1977, 1981 

Fellowship Advisor for O.A. 1974 and 1975 

Director of Youth Services (gym program, boy's club, coffee 

house program, drop-in counselor) 1979-1980 
Social Services Intern (telephone counselor, community and 

agency resources co-ordinator) 1979-1980 

Illinois High School Association Official 1974-PRESENT 

Promoted to division two of three divisions by I.H.S.A. June 1980 

Naperville Little League and Pony Leaque Umpire 1973-1977 rtJi- ?A<?s«i*" 

Naperville Pony League Umpire of the -.Year 1975 ' 

Coach for Naperville Park District High School hockey 1973 

West Chicago Little League Umpire 1969-1972 

Director of Umpires, West Chicago Little Leaque 1971 and 1972 

Coach for Grades 5*6 instructional league basketball 1970 and 1971 

Coach for 5th S 6th Grades Pop Warner Football 1970 and 1971 



Church Custodian 1974-1978, 1980, 1982-PRESENT 

Sunday School Teacher for 5th and 6th Grades 1975 and 1976 

Retreat Cook for high school youth group 1972 and 1974 

Illinois Department of Conservation Certified Trapper - 
Education Instructor appointed 1982 through 1984 
Math Tutor Volunteer for high schools 1974-PRESENT 
Math Tutor Volunteer for Georae Williams Colleoe 1979-1980 
Girl Scout Leader for Jr. Girl Scouts 1972 and 1973 
Girl Scout Leader for Brownie Girl Scouts 1971 
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BOY SC#UTS OF AMERICA £ 



.September 30, 1VS3 



SCOUTING/USA 



Mr. Kerry 5. Ruch 
P. O. Box 661 
Naperville, Illinois 60540 

Dear Mr. Ruch: 

After careful review, we have decided thai your registration 
with the Boy Scouts of America should, be suspended. We are 
therefore compelled to request that you sever any relations 
that you may have with Boy Scouts of America. 

You should understand that B5A leadership registration is a 
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who applies. 
We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever there 
is a concern that an individual may not measure up to the high 
standards of leadership which BSA seeks to provide for American 
youth. Please also understand that this decision and the reasons 
for it will be maintained as confidential. 



If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write to me, 
explaining your version of the facts supporting your claim that 
your registration as a BSA leader should be granted or reinstated. 




Dan Walker 
Council President 



ey 
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DU PAGE AREA COUNfi 



BOK SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



STANDARDS OF LEADERSHIP REVIEW 
KERRY RUCH 
February 23, 198*, 8:05 p.m. 
Deicke Scout Center 



In attendance: 

Chairman: Tom Sawner 
Members: Rainey Grenier 

James Atten 
Secretary: Walter Johnson 

Review Committee appointed by Council President, Dan Walker. 



Welcoming comments were made by Chairman Tom Sawner to Mr. Ruch, explaining 
the purpose and procedure of the review. 

Sawner asked for a statement by Ruch regarding the circumstances surrounding his 
suspension of registration privilege. 

Ruch replied that the whole thing centered around a question taken out of context; 
that the boy in question had told Ruch "I love you", to which Ruch responded: 
"Would you prove your love by doing anything I asked you to do? Would you call me 
every night of the week to prove your friendship? Would you stand on your head and 
wiggle your ears? Would you take off your clothes and stand in front of me?" 

Tom Sawner: Why, as a Scout leader, would you find it necessary to ask that kind 
of question? 

Kerry Ruch: The question wasn't asked in a Scouting context but as a friend to a 
friend outside of Scouting. 

Rainey Grenier: Describe your opinion of friendship outside of Scouting. 

Kerry Ruch: Going to the movies, talking together, phone calls, swimming, 
video games. 

Tom Sawner: Would you call that a love relationship or a friendship? - 
Kerry Ruch: I'd call it a beginning friendship — a father and son type. 
Jim Atten: Do you have school friends, perhaps other adults? 

K.R.: Yes. I have friends older than I and younger and some going back to school 
days. 

J.A.: Would you describe your living arrangement? 
K.R.: Currently rent a house with two other guys. 
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Standards of Leadership Review 
February 23, 198* - Page 2 



T.5.: Do you feel you are psychologically strong enough to be a Scout leader? 

K.R. It doesn't affect my leadership in any way. . . . 

I have a drinking problem. I expect too much of my friends. 

T.S.: Describe what you expect of your friends. 

K.R.: I expect them to care about me. I expect regular contact, sharing what's 
going on. I expect trust. Not to share everything — that's unrealistic — but to 
share some things; problems. 

J.A.: You said you had a drinking problem. 

K.R.: I've been concerned about my weekly consumption .... 

J.A.: Have you noticed a pattern to your drinking and can you describe it? 

K.R.: In the evenings I come home. I have a rum and Coca Cola or beer or 
whiskey and .... 

J.A.: How much do you drink in an evening? 
K.R.: Four or five drinks perhaps. 

J.A.: Do you feel compelled to drink? - : 

K.R.: Not so much compelled. I like a drink in the evening after I get home 
or before I go to bed. Extreme financial pressure and my business has been 
poor and I am what I would call substantially in debt. Several thousand dollars. 
30% of my debts are business related. 

J.A.: Do I understand you are undergoing therapy and if so, by whom? 

K.R.: Prefer not to reveal who — he is a professional. My problems are related 

to pressure and drinking. I am concerned about the drinking because it is increasing 

according to my friends. 

J.A.: Where do you drink? Do you drink when you're out with Scouts? 

K.R.: Primarily at home. I don't notice any change of personality. I never 
drink when out with Scouts. 

J.A.: What do you feel is the primary reason for your drinking. 
K.R.: Depression is the primary reason. 
J.A.: How are you doing in your therapy? 

K.R.: I'm coping very well. I was released from regular visits at Christmastime. 
I've been going twice weekly, and then once weekly for two years total. I've only 
been back once since Christmas. 
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Standards of Leadershi[W!<eview 
February 23, 1984 - Page 3 



3. A.: You were then undergoing counseling at the time of this incident? 

K.R.: Yes. 

I've been in debt since college. 

T.S.: With my knowledge of what a Scout leader is and does, I can't understand 
why you would ask a boy to. "take off your clothes while I watch." 

K.R.: I don't know why. It was one in a series of hypothetical questions. Do 
you love me? Are you really sincere? It was a moral, not a sexual question. 

T.S.: Do you think that enhanced your Scouting leadership in any way? That 
it enhanced his Scouting experience? 

K.R.: No. 

T.S.: Do you think it was helpful to him? 

K.R.: Yes, it was. To help myself and him. Clarifying his friendship, his love, 
his responsibility for his friendship. 

T.5.: Do you think a true friend must state his love; do anything you ask? 

K.R.: No, not at that point- I had retrogressed, but I no longer feel that way. 
I had been drinking that night. . 

J.A.: Do you feel a 15-year age relationship is necessary in such a friendship? 

K.R.: My friendships are developed in and out of Scouting. [ don't feel a necessity 
with any particular person or age. 

J.A.: Don't you feel a 15-year age difference is a problem? 

K.R.: I don't feel compelled to develop relationships; Scouting friendships are 
conincidental. 

J.A.: The unusual age difference? _ 

K.R.: It is not illegal. I'm of high moral character. The question was not 
illegal. I don't allow my friendship- to interfere with parental responsibility. 

J. A.: Would you say that your friendships are basically through Scouting? 

K.R.: Most, but not all. I am active as a trapper. I umpire games and work 
with other youth groups, but mostly Scouting. 

J.A.: Friendships are particularly important to you? 

K.R.: Yes. I am single; don't have any family. Friends are important as a 
support group; to borrow 50 bucks when I need it or a meal when I have nothing 
at home. 
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Standards of Leadership Review 
February 23, 1984 - Page * 



T.5.: What do you demand of your friends? 

K.R.: Regular contact; phone at least once a month and to prove their friendship, 
to do something difficult but not necessarily wrong. I don't ask them to do 
anything that is against the Bible or Federal or State law. 

T.S.: Don't you' think that asking them to take off their clothes is against 
State law and/or the Bible? 

K.R.: Not asking for the commitment; no. 

T.5.: And if the answer were yes? 

K.R.: I'm only looking for the commitment. 

T.S.: And if you get it? 

K.R.: It doesn't — it's not important. 

T.S.: Do you require that kind of commitment? 

K.R.: Unequivocally, no. I've never done it, only asked for the commitment. 
J. A.: Why is this necessary, this commitment? 

K.R.: That would be rehashing two years of therapy. I have been deeply 
hurt by friends in the past and must have a commitment before I can trust 
a new friend. 

J.A.: Was your conduct proper for a Scout leader? 

K.R.: No, I can see it was an improper question now. It creates undue pressure 
on a friend. I'm dealing with*that in therapy. 

J. A.: Do you feel you're beyond that need? 

K.R.: Yes I do. 

T.S.: As a parent, would you see a problem in this kind of a situation? 

K.R.: I see no problem with it. You shouldn't be a Scout leader if you disturb 
or hamper a boy's development. 

T.S.: Have you pursued other young Scouts in this manner? 
K.R.: I haven't pursued any other young Scouts. 

T.S.: Have you demanded this kind of a commitment of young people in any 
of these other programs in which you have been working? 
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Standards of Leadership Review 
February 23, 1984 - Page 5 



K.R.: I have. 

T.S.: You've asked them to take off their clothes tn front of you? 

K.R.: Questions in a similar nature. I've used them in the past, yes. 

J.A.: Would you use a question like that with somebody 55 or older? 

K.R.: Yes, of any age. 

J.A.: What do you feel you would gain from a question like that? 

K.R.: In the past I felt it would prove friendship. 

T.S.: And what if they said yes? 

K.R.: I'd say O.K. I was only asking for the commitment, not the act. 

J.A.: What is your feeling about in the future? Would you continue to seek 
out such friendships with kids? 

K.R.: It's always something that just happens. I would no longer ask. I have 
progressed greatly through therapy and I recognize that that kind of behavior 
and its questions have driven friends away. 

J.A.: Do you feel that this need for friendships and yo.ur drinking problem 
are related? 

K.R.: I drink when I am depressed. A break up with a friend is depressing. 

T.S-: How do you feel about this loss of a love relationship? 

K.R.: That they no longer love me, but that I still love them. I felt that 
I needed to protect me. My therapy is terminated now just before Christmas. 
I've only been back once since. 

J.A.i Could you graph your need for therapy? 

K.R.: (With a sweeping upward motion) My licensed therapist things I am 
doing extremely well. 

T.S.: Kerry, would you like to make a summarizing statement now before 
we adjourn? 

K.R.: Most people don't understand the problems I had. Most people don't 
understand me. It is all in the past now. I have ways of dealing with my 
problems. I have been in Scouting for over 20 years. It is a way of life to 
me. To lose it is extremely important and I would like to continue. 



CONF000237 
DYKES I 000235 



Plaintiff's Exhibit 17 
Page 33 of 54 



Standards of Leaderships eview 
February 23, 198* - flfe 6 



T.S.: As a parent, wouldn't it be hard for him to rely upon you to provide a 
safe and good program to his sons? 

K.R.: I am absolutely sure that I can. I've spent literally millions of hours in 
Scouting and they have been unimpeachable. But I can see as a parent felt 
how they might well question my value. 

J.A.: Don't you suppose that there might be others in the council who would 
object to your being a suitable leader. What would your reaction to that be? 

K.R.: As long as* they're not just vigilantes, seeking to throw me out of Scouting, 
I wouid respect their judgement. 

J.A.: How do you value Scouting in comparison to your other activities? 

K.R.: Scouting was my primary activity when young. It is up and down now, 
depending on my commitment to other activities. I have served sometimes 
as assistant Scoutmaster to as many as three troops at once. 

J.A.: What wouid be your long range plans in Scouting if your registration 
privilege was reinstated? 

K.R.: To serve as an assistant Scoutmaster, maybe a Scoutmaster in the future, 
depending upon my other involvements. 

T.S.: Wouid you be willing to request of your therapist a corroborating statement 
regarding your condition and its improvement? 

K.R.: I am reluctant to request that kind of a statement from my therapist. 

T.S.: Is your therapist aware of this situation and that your registration privilege 
has been suspended? 

K.R.: I haven't discussed appearing before this committee with him. He 
is aware of my problems. He might make such a statement. I could ask. 
I'm reluctant to ask. * 

J.A.: We'll leave the final decision to a therapist's statement to you. 
K.R.: I am reluctant to ask. I guess I could. 

J.A.: If you pursue a statement from your therapist, it might make the decision 
of this committee easier. 

T.S.; You feel your statement would not contribute to the committee's decision? 
K.R.: No. 

T.S.: The therapist's statement is purely your decision; whether you provide one 
or not, the committee will have to decide. 

K.R.: O.K. 

T.S.: We will expect such a statement within two weeks, otherwise we will make 
our decision and inform you by letter what that is. I think that you have 
already been instructed as to your right to ask for further review of this situation 
with the Region. Should that become necessary in your opinion, you can get the 
details on how to do that from us. 
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Dear Review Coca.if.ee, 



y.y registration with the r.oy Scouts of America should not '• ave bean 

denied. I h-v= alr.-ady forwarded a comolete sum-ary of the situation to the 

council president. In addition to that trentist, I as told thst I need to 

submit a sore concise statement of the facta is necessary. I request that 

the original statement be included as evidence in addition to this report. 

"act A: It is not'" in dispute that I ssked a perhaps compromising; question 
of a young man who also happens to be in Scouting. 

Fact 3i This statement was made over the phone and in no way involved Scouting 
in any way. It wa3 a conversation between personal friends outside of 
Scouting. 

Fact Ct The question, despite the connotations and accusations, had nothing 
to do with 3ex, sexual preferences, or immoral conduct. It had a lot 
to do with the permanence of love and friendship in the most upright 
and wholesome sense. 

Fact 3 1 I am not now, nor have I ever been; nor have I ever participated 

in any act; nor do I ever intend to be or participate in acts which 
are sexually immoral. I do not believe in sex outside of mairrage 
with anyone, male or female. 

Fact St My long history in numerous youth organisations adding to somewhere 
near ^0 years of service is untarnished. That in and of itself is 
not proof positive, but it certainly indicates ay tendencies which 
lie in the area of sincere concern and caring and not in the area 
of morally questionable behavior. 

Fact F: I can inundate your review board meeting room with people who will 
attest to my moral integrity. Many of these people come from within 
the ramcs of Scouting. * 

?".ct G: We have all, you and I, 3aid or done something stupid in our lives. 

This does not make us bad people, only human. I should not have dis- 
cussed shilosochicsl =md hypothetical concepts of such grave concern 
with the young man (not boy) in question. I did it for two reasons. 
One was that I really wanted to be sure of his frienship due to the 
mental stress I was under at the time. The other was a concern and 
attempt to help the young man in question. I wish not to elaborate 
any further on that point to protect innocent parties. I will not 
discuss that area of interest with *ny6r.e under 21 again. 

1 hope that this hss hel-ed your deliberations and th-"t truth and jus- 
tice will be our mutual "in. 

As. Alwavs, 

(Carry 3. Sunshine 3uch 
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V£*VlC>2 Dear Re vj£ Committee, 
/^rsMNsa As I^ramised , I c 



discussed the possibility of a state- 
ment with my therapist, iuite frankly, his advice was to sue 
355"3^>35 you. As a matter of fact, he was rather insistent upon it and 
^ - |j evencalled me a few days after our meeting to pdve me the name 

^fc*'wtfl»^ 4 of a highly successful slender lawyer. I have not, 23 yet, 

**lod*l^ intentionally sought after trouble and even though asny time3 

nnnnvcci ine be3t d ®^ 9n3e ^ s a S 01<1 offence, I hesitate to do so. I 

KAPEaviLtz felt ' 9nd 3tiU do ' that tha 3in ? le truth i3 * n in^Hiole 
ILLINOIS defense among honest and fair-minded men. Eased on that 3imple 

60340 truth, I can't see how you could refuse my re -i restatement in 

Scouting. 

A friend of mine, one to whom I presented hi3 Eagle a 
few years seo, pointed out that I'm being persecuted for ideas 
and concepts very similar to those of Christ's. In His own 
words, "I tell you this so that you may have the happiness that 
I have had, and that your happiness may be complete. The command 
that I give you is to love one another. No one can show any greater 
love than by commiting his life for his friends.. You are my friends 
if you do what I asic you to do." Now, I hardly claim to be Christ, 
and I agree that I carried the concept to a little bit of an extreme 
and said something that even I agreed was inappropriate and subversive 
to a good and proper influence. Yet, I've done nothing criminal enough 
nor hideous enough to cause my permanent suspension from Scouting. Will 
it ever happen againT I've given ay word of honor that (the good Lord 
willing and the creeks don't rise) it never will. Perhaps for many in 
today's society, and perhaps even among several within our Scouting fra- 
ternity, a word of honor is meaningless. You have only to a3k around to find 
that when I give my word, it's as good as done. After all, the first point of 
our Scout Law is_ that a Scout is trustworthy.. 

Let me take a moment here to remind you that the original charge and the 
reason for my suspension was that my 'moral life does not meet the standards 
for leadership in the Boy Scouts of America.* At this' point, there is no 
doubt in anyone's mind as to my moral purity. Can it be, that having success- 
fully answered that charge, and thus justifying my re-instatement, that I'm 
being ostracized on yet another tangent? 

Am I mentally stable enough to exert a positive influence on the lives 
of young people? Ymr hearing the other night had a morbid prs-occupation 
with the past few years of my li/e and not with the reality of the present 
or the probable possibilities rather than the more or less unlikely proba- 
bilities of the future. Despite the difficulties I've had (and have overcome), 
you need only to investigate those lives I've touched to determine that I 
was still a quality leader. I may not have been as good as I once was. Aj: 
this point I can be an even better one because of my experience and the fact 
that I'm not limited by paranoia or depression or whatever other label you 
care to choose for my psychological turbulence. 

After a thorough discussion of the issue and an investigation of pos- 
sible outcomes, I have decided that I will not release the name of ay thera- 
pist. Also, he is unwilling to place his professional reputation and records 
out for your inquiry and scrutiny. First and foremost to me is the fact that 
it's private and none of your buainass. Secondly, due to the nature of his 
practice, there are several legal ramifications, obtainable sub-poenas, pos- 
sibilities of misinterpretations, etc., etc., etc. If you ,atill have questions 
concerning my mental stability, they can be easily alleviated by a complete 
psychological evaluation by a psychiatrist whose records can be fully pro- 
tected. The reality of the present and the likelihood of the future, not. the 
problems of the pa3t, are the real issue. However, 3uch an evaluation would 
be a severe financial burden. At my request, my therapist has supplied me 
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355-3135 

PQ BOX 661 

ILLINOIS 
S0340 



with thd^^me of a competent psychiatrist^^o would be willing 
to do the evaluation. The choice is yours whether you insist 
that I call his or not. 

I aslc that you re-instate my registration without further 
persecution, puni3hnent, or oppresiion. Six months of suspen- 
sion is punishment enou-h for the one lap3e in propriety I am 
guilty of. Certainly, my record in millions of hours of con- 
tact with young men and women bears out the fact thst I'm not 
normally sriven to such lapses. Ifim willing to accept up to 
eighteen months of probation if you are still that unsure. 

In my younger days, in a striving for perfectionism (a 
quality I 3hared with many young- achievers of both yesterday 
and today), I -was often outspoken snd hasty in my critcism of 
inadequate or dishonest professionals <*nd volunteers. Being a 
home-grown boy, that stigma still follows me somewhat. Despite 
that, I've bor»n one of the highest quality leaders this council 
has had. I close now with a statement on my philosophy and advice ' 
for living. It is the way that I long ago personally chose to live 
my life by. 

"Always be good, for only in goodness i3 true greatness to be 
found. Always be obedient, for it is in obedience to little things 
that we prove ourselves worthy and responsible tohandle greater things. 
And, always help other people at all times, for it is only in helping 
others that we find any true meaning and hspoiness in life." 
Now then, you tell me what kind of a leader I make. 

As. Always, 



Knarry S. Sunshine Buch 
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Fairly late in the evening the phone rang a man asked to speak to 

I went to the foot of the stairs and called ^^^^ — he came 
down from his bedroom to the second floor, flhen I got back to ray 

chair I lifted the phone to see if the connection was made 1 heard 

the man talking to ^^^Jand for some reason I cannot explain I did 
not hang up. During their conversation he called himself Sunshine a 
number of times. He also on many occasions he said "I love you, 

i, Each time replied "I like you too". This interchange 

Jrook place on numerous occasions. Also on more than one occasion 
Sunshine said "^^^|wiil you take off ail of your clothes and stand 
in front of me?" Each time ^^^Brepiied "No". 

In between these remarks their was quite a bit of small talk which I 
dc not recall probably because it was about matters which did not mean 
much to me. However, from the remarks which are in quotes, there is 
no question ir. my mind that "Sunshine" is a homosexual and should not 
be in charge of training young boys. 




r.e conversation ~astea. oetween ten and iiiteen minutes. 



This event occurred on the evening of Sept. 23, 1983. This Is a copy 
of my father's letter ver ba tim. 
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I could tee that you were quite uneasy the night you left the note. I 
would guess that you were both hurt and confused, I would hope that by now 
you are more rational and reasonable j but you probably do not want to hear 
very much of what I am about to tall you. Indeed, If all indications are 
correct, you will dismiss this whole discourse and understand little if any 
of tha actual life reality involved. Still, I feel compelled to say a few 
things and I believe you honest enough to make an attempt at understanding. 
I feel compassion and concern for you and your thoughts and feeling* and can 
understand where you're coming from based on what you obviously believe at 
this tine. I am also, however, extremely agitated and indignant. My moral 
standards are every bit as high as yours if not higher. I am a BIB12 believing 
and 3IBL2 following fundamental Christian and simply do not do anything con- 
trary to the teachings found in Tha Word of GOD. I do not do such things 
for tha simple reason that I believe they are wrong. You yourself have known 
ae for almost twelve years and know tha£ ay ae-tiona are impeccable. 3ven when 
we have had philosophical disagreements, my motive* and action* have always 
been unaistakeably pure. I have never, nor will I ever, participate in any 
action* even remotely similar to what you are obvious^- suspecting. My past 
action* atteat to that truth of that statement j and if that isn't good enough 
for you, I invite you to scrutinize any and all past, present, and future 
action* a* olosaly a* you wish to satisfy your own mind. This current mis- 
understanding comes (I assume) from a certain hypothetical question - phrased 
in the manner t would you, if I asked you to, do ... , simply because I aalcsd- 
which I asked. I respect, your intelligence enough to know that you know a* 
well as I that a hypothetical question hardly constitutes an immoral act 
nor is representative in any way of immoral standards or an immoral life- 
style. How many times have you hoard someone say something like "if I asked 
you to, would you marry meT"T If you've aver soent much time working with 
teenagers and really listened to what they say, you would hare heard that 
countless times. Is that a proposal for aarriago? I don't think even you would 
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in * saUsa* of *do you re|*^y like ma? Are you sure? Will ^pst hurt if I trust 
youT Will you atill like ma tomorrow? What about the day after?" 

Now th«», my question of "Would you do anythinf I asked you to?* and 
"for instance, if I aakad you to, would you ... just because I aaked you to?" 
are vary similar. If that's the c«ae, why would an apparently reapomsible, 
mostly mature, obviously intelligent parson of my age ask such questions? 
Mow eould anyone be so deaarate for acceptance and love and oaring that thay 
would actually get down on their knees and bag someone else to be theirnfriend 
(which I have, I'm embarraased to admit, I've dona). What has happened to a 
person's frae choice and options and opportunities that the only choice or 
option they see that's left is suicide? I've threatened that several tinea 
and attempted it three times. 

All thesa things you never knew akout me, nor aver indicated in any way 
that you cared one way or another. despite his spoiled and pathlogi- 

cally selfish and maneuvering ways, at least aaid he cared. 2ven thdugh ha 
said so, I didn't believe him. I couldn't believe him. I am not akle to be- 
lieve that anyone really cares about me, loves ae .unconditionally (a BIBLICAL 
concept), or is even concerned whether I live or die. I want to believe 
ther's someone. The omni -everything desire to find anyone almost completely 
took over ay life and threw me into deep depressions and drove me to heavy 
drinking. I'm seeing professional help about ay problem. I admit, that at 
this tiae, I am not the most mentally stable person. I am not, at this time 
or any other tiae, however, an Immoral person. 

Do you know what it's like to be totally alone in this world? Do you 
have any cojjcept whatsoever what it's like to have no one at all on your side? 
Then, try to face the regular pressures of modern existence not to mention 
the severe stress of extreme financial , pressure and the disappointment of 
being turned down on over three hundred job applications during the recent 
months of last October through February. Sven you would, at times, lose touch 
with reallity. Sven the smallest proklems seem to become insurmountable . 
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my questions was some sor^e^f committment, a guaranttee ths^someone would 
atill be my friend tommorrow. Can you sense the tears rising up and" the 
extremely fragile and sensitive emotions that surfaceTTI may have been erasy, 
but never was I nor am I now about to lower ay moral standards to the point 
you have accused me of. Despite gains made in therapy, I was depressed and 
drunk the night I called. I had gone to the hall, but the meeting was not 
held there obviously. My questions were in poor taste and even poorer judge- 
ment. They offended you and your family. For that, I was wrong and deserve 
whatever retribution appropriate. I apologize, although I fully realise 
that an apology is not some magio Stardust that autmatically makes everthing 
all right again. I have been mentally mixed up and am making progress to 
correct that. My troubles have exiramely little if anything at all to do 
with what I apparently was accused of. Tou have seen fit toappoint yourself 
aa some sort of self-made vigilante and have persecuted me entirely out of 
Scouting without even finding out exactly what happened or why, I have already 
forgiven you in ay own mind; I do not have a vindictive bone in my body. It 
is an undeniable fact, however, that what you did was far, far more wrong 
than what I did, despite the morality or good intentions of ue both. 

I have always been and will continue to be a constant and consistent 
influence for good in the lives of young men and women. I make mistakes like 
everyone else. I still believe I was right in the OA incident with your 
^^^^| although I know you have still never forgiven me for that. Still, 
you cannot deny the above statement and still be an honest man. I was condemned 
for one statement (or rather question) that was apparently totally misunderstood. 
At this point, I can see how it could have been. Through therapy, I aa now 
past that ( as well aa the suicidal notions, if you care to know - a few month* 
ago a crisis such as this would have thrown me into another attempt). I have 
made rather remarkable and rapid progress arising out of the crisis of this 
situation and will- be released from therapy in a setter of weeks if all con- 
tinues to 50 so well. In a way, some good has come of this whole seas anyhow. 
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apart from the one you cj^ped and is tha purpose for thia^|tter, I don't 
think I shall go into at this tine). 

As a closing comment on this dissertation, it has to be said that I've 
hardly done anything severs enough to be suspended from Scouting the rest of 
my life. For me, Scouting is a way of life. I've always taken seriously the 
Scout Law and Oath ever since I first joined as a Cub and later on into Boy 
Scouts. More recently, I have added to the way I conduct ay daily affair*, 
the concept of Oheerful-Service. I live my daily life according to all the 
principles of the Oath and Law and the OA. I can understand, under the cir- 
cumstances, that it would be best to leave the troop ( our troop - I have 
several years of my life invested in it )j but I cannot understand your 
-overly impetuous ideophrenia in driving me out of Scouting. 

I leave you now with a couple of poems I wrote. I think then appropriate 
to close. 

Tou Can't Be Sure 

The words of a song, a whisper, 

A saile and my friends - though fewj 

The kaleidoscope patchwork of a jambled mind} 

It's strange what harm a thought can do. 

A single thought can make you sad 
And life can make you lonely. 
Mourning over friends you thought you had - 
And maybe you do have a friend; only 
lou can't be sure. 

11-72 by "Sunshine" 



Innocent Condemned 

Hast easy, though you were innocent 
they heaped you with scorn. 

Time may bring truth, in the end they may mourn. 

In their misunderstanding they thrust 
the blade, 

And as you were falling their victory cry made. 
They thought it was best, that justice was 
done, * 

And there at your side, remained not one. 

The ones you befriended day after day 
Were the ones who smiled as they 
laid you away. 

Those who you would have done anything for 
Should have remembered your goodness 
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Rest easy, though ypu were innocent, 
they misunderstood}^^ 4fc 

But whan all tsewrongs have settled, 
the truth shall remain, that is, you stood for what's good. 



2-16-72 by Kerry S. Ruch 
Sow amazingly appropriate to what has happened to me now. A poem by aa about 
me. With all sincerity and humility t 

Aa Always, 



V. S. sunshine Rueh 
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I was very much amaz^^and surprised that you became ^^olved in my 

removal from the ranks of Scouting without a dissenting outcry. You have 
known me for years. You were my main assistant all four years I wa3 Scout- 
master. You have witnessed up close and first hand how I deal with Teople 
and especially how I deal with Scouts. Although you m«y not have always agreed 
with ay tactics, dee? down inside you know that my moral character is pure 
and impeccable. You also know .that the past few years have been terribly un- 
kind to mo. Perhaps I've been a little "off the wall" at times recently aa 
I've realed under the blows life has dealt me. I have not, however, lowered 
my rather high moral standards. You know something else? In all the years 
I've known you and ^^^H neither of you aver offered your friendship. Neither 
of you ever invited me to dinner or called to see if I was all right. I care 
about others, most of them young people. It tears mo up inside to see young 
people who have all the talent and potential one could possibly want and have 
all that life left ahead of them but are not functionone to the. limits they 
could achieve. I believe without a doubt that ^^^^^^^^^|haa serious 
problems. Perhaps I should have spent more time on my own problems before 
I tried to have an impact on his life. I thought we could help each other. 
You may not understand what all that has to do with the hypothetical question 
I asked him. 3ut, since you are involved, you may as well know the rest of 
it. Enclosed, you will find a copy of the letter I'm sending to^^^J It is 
not a full and detailed justification of what I said but might shod some light 
on my intentions. Lot me also remind you that it was something I said, not 
what I jid, that was blown both out of proportion and context. I'm sorry you 
did not have the courage to stand up and stop this whole thing before I was 
suspended from Scoutong for life. Scouting was my life. 

I have completed and been released from therapy ani am doing well psy- 
chologically and emotionally. Financially, I've not been buried yet, but 
I'm 3till running from the avalanche. I still like you and think you've 
accomplished t lot of good with your life. You will be a welcome gue3t in my 
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still guilty of caring, c^^ng too much, even whf n it's no^^of my business. 
I have a dream. I dream of winning the lottery or something. I'd buy a house 
and take in runaways, give them a home and love and send them through college 
if they want. I'd also help my best friend (he'll graduate high school this 
year) and icy kid 3ister (3he'3 a freshman at the University of Illinois 
this year) through college. I'd also take care of my parents (they're getting 
old) and my brother (he doesn.'t work). I'd also finish my PhD in clinical 
psychology specializing in adolescents and contribute my time to salvaging 
lives worth saving. Ah wall, someday, mayb« someday. In the meantime, I 
will continue to believe in my high moral standards - which do not include 
what you and have apparently accused .me -of conspiring to do. I will also 

continue to dedicate my life to helping others in any way I can. I believe 
in prayer and would appreciate your prayers on my behalf. Take care of your- 
self and continue to do the beat you can. You made a wrong judgement about 
me. It may not be too late to correct the mistake. 
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Dea r Car. , ^ n/ " > *" "~J ^ * M ""^ ' ' ^'"^ 



I h"ve long waited in ^K-,ing- this letter. I sup-:)3e it^BI long over- 
due, but I feel I have a responsibility to protect the innocent (which in this 
case i3 not limited to me only). I must, however, insi3t that you lift the 
suspension upon ay registration with the Boy 3cout3 of America. I, more than 
most, hold leadership in the 3SA as an honor <*nd seek to elevate and preserve 
the high standards of leadership in our organization. J. don't need to tell you 
that several in our leadership rank3 not only fool n round behind their wives 
backs, but also brag about it when they're "out with the boys". I do not 
condone such behavior nor do I believe that any sexual conduct outside of 
mairrage; whether it be hetero-, homo-, or bi-sexual; is either right or moral, 
yy moral standards are probably higher than mo3t in our modern liberal soci- 
ety. I have often been referred to as a square peg in a round society (square 
as in the somewhat outdated connotative meaning). However, I do not flaunt my 
standards nor do I go out of ay way to criticize those who believe differently. 
I walk a path that is different from moat *nd it is ay difference that ca»ees 
others to question my conduct. I have never, nor do I ever intend to participate 
in =• morally impure act. In the particular matter in question, to be quite 
frank, you don't have enough evidence to hang a church mouse. Indeed, my 
beliefs and my past ar.d current history would dispell any conjectures that 
may have been put forth. There are mothers who not only allow their sons to 
hang around with me, but actively desire the relationship. I have alway-s been 
a powerful and positive influence for good in the lives of the young men and 
women I deal with. Many of them (males of course) spend nights and even whole 
weekends with me. To tell you the truth, being single despite its many advan- 
tages is socretimes a lonely proposition. I enjoy kids and some say I should 
have 'md twelve or fifteen of my own. I enjoy having the company and joke 
witr. their parents about borrowing them because I have none of my own. Due 
to the waywardness of fate while I wa3 dating in eirne3t and' certain finan- 
cially ?~'r- a rra3sir.g predicacsnts , I suspect th"t I will he single for soma 
ti.-t to cine. hus , 1 will continue "-o borrow other peorlea kid3. It's funny 
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also peculiar (if the all 



acusations are even partially 



e } that in 



over twenty-two years in Scouting of double and even, triple registrations, 
that nobody has ever questioned ay mor^l purity. It seems to me that what we 
have here is a clear cut ca3e of hesty and over-anxious misjudgement resulting 
in obscene deforaatlon of charncter. I know two things. First of all, you were 
acting under the orders (recommendations) of one Kr. Walter Johnaon when you 
suspended my registration. Thus I don't hold you liable alone - he is also 
included. Secondly, you are quite knowledgeable in leg^l matters. Since you 
have defamed, me in an area which bears seriously in the area of my li-*es 
work, a suit' in the amount of 5125,000 aoiece is not out of the question. 



Indeed, it is quite conservative. I have only two quarters to go to recieve 
my masters and a few more years to recieve a PhD in clinical psychology 
specializing in adolescents. I have umpired for over fourteen years and have 
been friends with many many baseball players in the age range from eight to 
eighteen. I have three years of leadership in the Girl Scouts of America. 
I've taught fifth and 3ixth grade Sunday School for two years and substituted 
for several more, run a youth gym program for the Salvation Army, coached 
basketball and football, and have been involved in numerous church youth 
groups. In short, my entire life has been dedicated and devoted to the better- 
ment of youth and my future plans lie in the same direction. Let me remind 
you again that in all my involvement with Scouting as I've said and with 
all the other involvement with youth, ay moral conduct has been proved im- 
peccable! As for Walt, he and I have not seen eye to eye since the first 
weeks he came to this council. We had a meeting at the Pebble Wood Clubhouse 
just off Rte. 59 with several of the volunteers. At that meeting Walt lied 
to us. Heinir young and not wise in the ways of 3oy Scout politics, I called 
him on it. We have not been friends since although ISm sure he has long since 
forgotten why. Unfortunately he has .not forgotten how to lie nor has ha 
imr.ro vec his low opinion and dislike of volunteers (which he has often stated). 
I firmly believe, as do at least a majority if not most of the volunteers 
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Council would be to get rid of 'rfalt Johnson. Be that as it may, sr.d jetting 
back to the subject at ha^n^, I don't really intend to sue or tfalt unless 
I 3m forced to do ao. My high moral integrity causes a natural aversion 
to suing and joining the ranks of the sewers. Biblically, we are taught not 
to be so concerned with retrieving possessions that have been 3tolen nor are 
we to 3ue anyone unless all other avenues of sense and propriety have failed. 
">ie are, however, to build and protect our good names and our honor. You will 
find enclosed with this letter, a letter to the man who apparently started 
this whole mess. It states the facts of the matter truthfully and honestly. 
It's not exactly a full and detailed explanation of why I said what I did, 
but you should be able to understand the gist of it and be assured of the 
purity of my intentions. I have been released from therapy already. Also, 
if you would like character witnesses, I can produce at least a dozen from 
within the ranks of Scouting who have had close relationships with me and 
more than two dozen who have had lesser relationships but are willing to 
take a 3tand by my side. If you care for character witnesses from both inside 
and outside of Scouting, I can produce well over fifty who have told me they 
are willing to take a stand. I have very few good friends, but ay moral 
integrity and utmost honesty will not allow those who know me to believe 
that I ever committed or even thought about committing a morally question- 
able act. Now that's something to think about! There are several adult leaders 
who don't even understand kida much less what I'm all about. Many of them 
have no idea what's going on in the lives of the young men they are dealing 
with nor how to relate to them. A certain drinking incident at summer camp 
a couple of years ago at the ignorance of their troo» leaders is only one 
example. I have always been close to the kids, some insist that my relation- 
ships have been too close. I care, I care very deeply. That fact, and the 
fact th«t | have always spent more time relating to the kids than I have 
to the adult3; have no doubt contributed to my current predicament. There 
are kida out there screaming in countless silent and indirect wavs for hela. 



CONF000252 
DYKES I 000250 



Plaintiff's Exhibit 17 
Page 48 of 54 



The young cson in question in this incident is one of them. . c oiethinF I seid, 
not what I did, was blown out of proportion '^nd contexf^I was trying 

to help him as wall as myself and I want his protected ?t all costs. He ha3 
enough problems already. Take a deep breath and 3et your course firmly to do 
what is right, not only in protecting the innocent but also in re -instating 
my registration in Scouting. Thonk you for your kind attention in this matter. 
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ttovenber 1, 1983 



Mr. Halter 0. Johnson 

Scoot Executive 

Dupage Area Council, No. 143 



PERSONA!. AND CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: Kerry S- Ruch 
Dear Walter: 

Thank you for the detailed information concerning the above Scouter. We 
have reviewed this case with cur Attorney and have new placed this nan on 
the Confidential File. 

Sincerely, 



Paul I. Ernst, Director 
Registration Subscription & 
Statistical Service 



eko 



cc: Hast Central Region 
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To- 



Oaco- 



-Time- 



WHILE YOU WERE OUT 



Hp 



Phono- 



TELEPHONED ij^] PLEASE CALL (/ 


CALLED TO SEEYGU 




WILL CALL AGAIN i 


WANTS TO SSE YOU 




URGENT i 


| RETURNED YOUR CALL 


i 



Massage 



157 



Opener 



/ 



AMPAO 23-OCO £0 SHT. ?A0 

irFICIENCT* 22-OOJ 250 SHT. 3ISf :NSi* 3 OX 



Plaintiff's Exhibit 17 
Page 51 of 54 



CONF000255 
DYKES I 000253 




SCOUTING/USA 

Mr. Paui Ernst, Director 
Registration and Subscription Service 
Boy Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75062-1296 

Dear Mr. Ernst: 

This is to inform you of the action taken by the leadership of troop 106, 
Knights of Columbus #1369, Napervilie, Illinois, and the DuPage Area 
Council in suspending the privilege of registration with the Boy Scouts 
of America of Kerry 5. Ruch, an assistant Scoutmaster in that troop. 

The enclosed documentation will explain this action. It was felt necessary 
that this council join in troop 106's action in that Mr. Ruch is actively 
involved in a variety of council activities and committees from which 
we feel he must now disengage totally. 

Both council and troop leadership have been concerned for some time 
about Mr. Ruch's actions without specific, concrete incidents upon which 
to act, although, until this past summer, we did not suspect his moral 
life style. 

A standard letter, copy also enclosed, was mailed to Mr. Ruch informing 
him of the council's action following a meeting with members of the 
troop's adult leadership in which he was advised to disassociate himself 
from the troop. The council president's letter was mailed rather than 
hand-delivered in view of the difficulty of contacting Mr. Ruch in person. 

A memorandum of the troop leadership's meeting with Mr. Ruch is also 
enclosed. 

The DuPage Area Council and the committee of troop 106 strongly advise - 
that the appropriate action suspending Mr. Ruch as a Scout leader be 
taken by the National Council immediately. 




Enclosures 
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BOY SdlUTS OF AMERICA • 



September 30, 1983 



SCOUTING/USA 



Mr. Kerry S. Ruch 
P. O. Box 661 
Naperville, Illinois 60540 

Dear Mr. Ruch: 

After careful review, we have decided that your registration 
with the Boy Scouts of America should be suspended. We are 
therefore compelled to request that you sever any relations 
that you may have with Boy Scouts of America. 

You should understand that BSA leadership registration is a 
privilege and is not automatically granted to everyone who applies. 
We reserve the right to suspend registration whenever there 
is a concern that an individual may not measure up to the high 
standards of leadership which BSA seeks to provide for American 
youth. Please also understand that this decision and the reasons 
for it will be maintained as confidential. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write to me, 
explaining your version of the facts supporting your claim that 
your registration as a BSA leader should be granted or reinstated. 




[Jan Walker 
Council President 
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